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                        5 Ways To Balance Debt During Your Operation's Transition
          
        Shay Foulk shares tips to help balance equipment debt, transition and economic downturn. 

      

      March 27, 2024
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      Nominate Outstanding Farmers for Top Awards
      
        During the Summit, Top Producer will recognize remarkable farmers who have taken risks, built thriving businesses and given back to their communities.

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            August 30, 2021
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      How a Kansas Farmer Kept a 30-Year Track Record of Zero Employee Turnover
      
        Lon Frahm creates a culture that's truly unique, which achieves high employee-retention on the farm. And details are vital to their success of the farm, with investments that continue to sprout efficiency.

      

              
            Tyne Morgan

      
            August 26, 2021
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      A Taste of Whiskey Acres: How Farmers Turned the Napa Valley of Corn into a Whiskey Wonderland
      
        As Jim Walter, Jamie’s father, searched for a way to bring his son back to the family farm, the seed corn farmers built a brand, turning DeKalb County, Ill., into an area now known for its whiskey.

      

              
            Tyne Morgan

      
            August 24, 2021
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      How to change the face of agriculture
      
        It’s no wonder Michael Smith wasn’t comfortable with pursuing a career in agriculture when he started college at Lincoln University in Jefferson City, Mo.

      

              
            Amy Sowder

      
            August 22, 2021
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      When Your Plate Is Too Full: Delegate More to Stress Less
      
        Think about the tasks and duties that fill your day. Do you continually put some off? Are there ones you just don’t like? If so, it’s time to delegate.

      

              
            Jennifer Shike

      
            August 11, 2021
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      See Your People – 1 On 1
      
        Talent is rarer than ever. Attracting it and keeping it is your key to success. Culture is king. Go see your people, and listen one-on-one. 

      

              
            Mark Faust

      
            July 26, 2021
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      Tips on Building a Long-Term Farm Financial Strategy
      
        Having a solid financial plan for the future of your family and your farm is not a new idea. However, understanding all the elements of a long-term farm plan and knowing how to start can be challenging. 

      

              
            Sponsored Content

      
            July 16, 2021
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      The Farm CPA Podcast: Saratoga Farm Partnership from Iowa
      
        This week Paul Neiffer has a conversation with Tim Richter and Jackson Dohlman, partners in Saratoga Partnership. 

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            July 8, 2021
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      John Phipps: Why Respect is the Key Factor in Transitioning a Farm to Next Generation
      
        John Phipps acknowledges the challenges in transition planning from one generation to the next. This week, he shares insights on why no transition will be successful if there is no trust nor respect between generations.

      

              
            U.S. Farm Report

      
            July 6, 2021
    

  




  

  
    
  
    
            
  
            Succession Planning

      
    


                      
    
      
      
      [image: John Phipps: Here's the Biggest Issue Farm Families Face When Succession Planning]
  



        
      John Phipps: Here's the Biggest Issue Farm Families Face When Succession Planning
      
        John Phipps says the two questions he gets from younger farmers are 1) How do I get into farming? And 2) How do I get Dad out?  John says the topics are not unrelated and gives some insight in Customer Support.

      

              
            U.S. Farm Report

      
            June 28, 2021
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      John Phipps: Fathers, Sons and Farming 
      
        The fact farming is still a male-dominated occupation places considerable pressure on relationships between fathers and sons. John Phipps explains in John's World this Father's Day weekend. 

      

              
            U.S. Farm Report

      
            June 20, 2021
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      5 Succession Planning Mistakes to Avoid
      
        It’s time. You need to finally make your farm’s succession plan a priority. As you take a first or second or 20th step in the process, shoot to avoid some common landmines.

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            June 16, 2021
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      The Farm CPA Podcast: Ken McCauley from Kansas
      
        This week Paul Neiffer has a conversation with Ken McCauley from White Cloud, Kan. 

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            June 2, 2021
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      John Phipps: Making a Meaningful Memorial Day 
      
        John Phipps says not including younger generations in a moment to reflect on those who have who gone before and especially who risked much on our behalf, the custom of formal remembrance will slip away.

      

              
            U.S. Farm Report

      
            May 28, 2021
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      FFA Taps New CEO with Deep FFA Roots, Passion for Career and Technical Education
      
        The National FFA Organization announces it has named Scott Stump as its new chief executive officer (CEO), effective Monday, June 21. Stump also takes the leadership role as CEO of the National FFA Foundation.

      

              
            Tyne Morgan

      
            May 27, 2021
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      Investment that Pays: Teach Farm Kids How to Manage Money
      
        You’ve taught your kids how to drive tractors, herd cattle and identify weeds. But have you passed on your money and management skills? 

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            May 17, 2021
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      All in the Family? How the American Families Plan Could Impact Your Succession Plan
      
        The American Families Plan provides direct and indirect benefits to families. It also raises a lot of key questions for farmers and their succession plans.

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            May 14, 2021
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      3 First-Generation Farmers Talk Growth, Opportunities and Tenacity
      
        The “Farming the First Generation” series from AgDay and U.S. Farm Report takes a look at those who’ve beat the odds and chosen to make farming a career.

      

              
            AgDay TV

      
            May 11, 2021
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      Two Vital Connections for Your Leadership Journey
      
        Look at the decision makers and leaders on your farm. Are they all around the same age? Do they all have the same experience level?

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            April 26, 2021
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      3 Ways to Eliminate that Overwhelming Feeling
      
        Consider using those slower hours to ponder how your summer and fall can be new and improved. 

      

              
            Sarah Beth Aubrey

      
            April 21, 2021
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      The Scoop on How EOS Could Fit Your Farm
      
        Make strategic planning and streamlined communication a habit.

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            April 20, 2021
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      Young Farmer Aims to be the Middle Chapter in a Farm Legacy
      
        Matt Splitter leads the charge and change to carry forward a legacy.

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            April 19, 2021
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      When the Stars Align: Machinery Pete Meets MN Millennial Farmer
      
        MN Millennial Farmer has quickly gained social media fame with you YouTube channel with his videos viewed more than 2 million times. Machinery Pete got the story behind the Millennial Farmer brand.  

      

              
            U.S. Farm Report

      
            April 13, 2021
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      Top Producer Summit: Off-Farm Heirs and Succession Planning: Too Little? Too Much? Or Just Enough!
      
        Learn how to start the conversation, clarify expectations (both yours and theirs) and set healthy boundaries for your heirs within your farm’s transition plan. 

      

              
            Top Producer Magazine

      
            April 11, 2021
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      Top Producer Summit: Succession Planning: From 'Grunt' to CEO
      
        This session covers the steps necessary to give the next generation the best chance at being successful as they traverse from grunt to CEO and many steps in between.

      

              
            Top Producer Magazine

      
            April 8, 2021
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      Top Producer Summit: Tax and Legal Strategies for Family Farm Transitions
      
        CPA Paul Neiffer and attorney Adam Kline will provide an overview of the new rules and provide case study examples of the decisions farmers could face

      

              
            Top Producer Magazine

      
            April 6, 2021
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      Top Producer Summit: Don't Waste Another Minute: Plan and Protect the Future of Your Farm
      
        A successful transition of a farm requires business continuity planning, business succession planning, personal financial planning and estate planning. Learn how to make these pieces fit together for your operation. 

      

              
            Top Producer Magazine

      
            April 3, 2021
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      How to Conduct Stay Meetings with Your Employees
      
        Compared to an annual performance review, a ‘stay meeting’ focuses on improvement rather than what we did wrong last year.

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            March 23, 2021
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      Clinton Griffiths: Speaking of Generational Legacies
      
        This month marks the start of the 145th year of Farm Journal magazine. 

      

              
            Clinton Griffiths

      
            March 22, 2021
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      First-Generation Iowa Farmer Jim Yenter Shows the Tenacity to Succeed
      
        Life as a first-generation is tough, but for Jim Yenter, it’s a life that’s satisfying. Hear how this first-generation farmer ventured back to the farm after leaving it behind. 

      

              
            Clinton Griffiths

      
            March 12, 2021
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      Growth in Moderation Helps First-Generation Farmer Jesse Daniels Focus on the Future
      
        First-Generation farmer Jesse Daniels is seeing growth in moderation, but it’s a process of appreciation, as the first-generation farmer is focusing on the future instead of living in the past. 

      

              
            Tyne Morgan

      
            March 12, 2021
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      Stand Out in a Tough Job Market
      
        Write great job postings to attract top employees.

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            March 11, 2021
    

  




  

  
    


  

  
    
  
    
            
  
            Succession Planning

      
    


                      
    
      
      
      [image: At the Core of Your Culture]
  



        
      At the Core of Your Culture
      
        Take a minute to take stock in the values that define how you run your farm.

      

              
            Katie James

      
            March 9, 2021
    

  




  

  
    
  
    
            
  
            Succession Planning

      
    


                      
    
      
      
      [image: FFA Planted Seeds of Opportunity for First-Generation Black Farmer Terren Moore]
  



        
      FFA Planted Seeds of Opportunity for First-Generation Black Farmer Terren Moore
      
        Terren Moore calls himself a “weekend farmer,” but farming on the side has turned into a field of opportunity. See how this first-generation Texas farmer is continuing to harvest success in agriculture. 

      

              
            Tyne Morgan

      
            February 26, 2021
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      Use Emotional Intelligence to Tackle The Tough Stuff
      
        “If you can manage these moments, the world is yours,” says Dr. JP Pawliw-Fry.

      

              
            Margy Eckelkamp

      
            February 25, 2021
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      Setting Expectations Smooths the Path for Succession Planning with Off-Farm Heirs
      
        At this year’s Top Producer Online Summit, Rena Striegel shared her key tips to make this transition easier for all involved.

      

              
            Katie James

      
            February 24, 2021
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      Meet Five Inspiring and Award-Winning Farmers
      
        During the in-person Top Producer Summit, which was held Feb. 15-17 in Nashville, Top Producer honored five farm operations.

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            February 22, 2021
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      Examining the Role Postsecondary Education Plays in the Ag Workforce
      
        Even though ag-related postsecondary enrollment was down, there were an increase in ag degrees awarded.

      

              
            Bonnie Johnson

      
            February 22, 2021
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      South Dakota's DX Ranch Focuses on Growth and Community
      
        Located on the Cheyenne River Sioux Indian Reservation, the DX Ranch and its direct-to-consumer beef operation has a simple mission: Provide beef that is local, nutritious, and that improves their communities.

      

              
            Top Producer Editors

      
            February 18, 2021
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      Came Farms Plants Discipline with Focus on Family, Employees and the Future
      
        Bill Came is no stranger to reviving resources and making the most of ever acre of land. The Cames are proof that when you make makes sure no stone is left unturned, while focusing on the future, growth comes naturally.

      

              
            Tyne Morgan

      
            February 17, 2021
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      Eager to Learn and Willing to Listen, Young Kansas Farmer Pursues Untraditional Path
      
        Splitter Farms in Lyons Kan. was named the 2021 Top Producer Horizon Award winner. Their story is one rooted in education and willingness to listen, a recipe that helped grow the farm to what it is today.

      

              
            Tyne Morgan

      
            February 16, 2021
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      Meet the Iowa Farm Family Named 2021 Top Producer of the Year
      
        Together with his wife Laurie and sons Scott and Eric, Steve Henry and team have built a sustainable business that now stretches across 10,000 acres in Iowa. 

      

              
            Clinton Griffiths

      
            February 15, 2021
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      Watch the 2021 Top Producer Awards Banquet Live
      
        This year, you'll have a front row seat to watch the Top Producer Awards banquet LIVE!

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            February 15, 2021
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      Are You Ready for Capital Gains Tax at Death?
      
        We are starting to see more chatter about assessing a capital gains tax at death (or during life).

      

              
            Paul Neiffer

      
            February 11, 2021
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      Last Chance: 10 Spots Open for Top Producer Summit in Nashville
      
        A few spots have opened up for the 2021 Top Producer Summit, which takes place next week in Nashville, Tenn.

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            February 9, 2021
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      How To Set A Value For Sweat Equity
      
        The concept is simple, but in most cases, heirs earn sweat equity but aren’t actually compensated for it. 

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            January 28, 2021
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      Reduce Turnover with Beyond-the-Paycheck Perks
      
        Family culture, thoughtful benefits create low team turnover.

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            January 21, 2021
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      Organize the Essentials in Your Business
      
        Take the Essential Priority Matrix and fill in business or operational tasks in each of the boxes using the following instructions.

      

              
            Sarah Beth Aubrey

      
            January 15, 2021
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      Farm Succession Planning with COVID-19 in Mind 
      
        Few farmers and ranchers enjoy talking about or planning a farm ownership transition. However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many have accelerated discussions around farm transition or succession planning.

      

              
            Sponsored Content

      
            January 4, 2021
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      Top Producer: Meet the 2020 Cover Farmers
      
        With each issue, Top Producer magazine spotlights an innovative farming operation. In 2020, we traveled North, South, East and West—even to Canada.

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            December 30, 2020
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      States Restrict Cattle Movement From Those With BIAV
      April 10, 2024
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      Ferrie: It's a No-Go for Corn Planting in Central Illinois
      April 10, 2024
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