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                        5 Ways To Balance Debt During Your Operation's Transition
          
        Shay Foulk shares tips to help balance equipment debt, transition and economic downturn. 

      

      March 27, 2024
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      A Young Farmer’s Advice on Succession Planning
      
        As a young Nebraska farmer, Maggie Holub is in a league of her own. She has a complete, but flexible, succession plan — in writing.

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            March 2, 2023
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      John Phipps: Is There a Shortage of Young Farmers?
      
        As farm shows and meetings portray a crowd that seems to be aging, is there a shortage of young farmers threatening the future of ag? John Phipps explains why an abundance of young farmers may not be on the farm today.

      

              
            U.S. Farm Report

      
            February 27, 2023
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      Right People, Right Seats: A Non-Family Succession Plan Builds A Future-Proofed Business
      
        On a high-tech Georgia dairy farm leading 170 employees, you’ll find a farmer with no dairy in his DNA. Nevertheless, Pete Gelber is a dairy farmer who offers a unique perspective on succession planning.

      

              
            Karen Bohnert

      
            February 27, 2023
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      How to Make Tough Talks Easier
      
        Little steps can ease frustration and improve communication on your farm.

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            February 22, 2023
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      10 Ways FFA Made Us Better
      
        FFA is a nearly limitless opportunity for young people to figure out who they are and what they want to do in life. Here are 10 lessons Farm Journal employees learned through FFA that they use every day. 

      

              
            Jennifer Shike

      
            February 22, 2023
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      Succession Planning: Your Most Important Farm Task for 2023
      
        Whether you’re 35 or 65, things happen. Don’t risk the future of your farm by putting off your succession plan. Get started, make a plan and put it into action.

      

              
            Shay Foulk

      
            February 16, 2023
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      In Face Of Urban Sprawl, Susan Weaver Ford is the Farm Next Door
      
        From 2020 to 2021, Susan Weaver Ford gained 8,900 neighbors, as the population of her county jumped 4%. “I used to farm fields that now have 40 houses,” she says. “The city is meeting us pretty quick.”

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            February 6, 2023
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      John Phipps: Our Other Fertility Problem
      
        More than usual, farm budgets are teetering on the prices of inputs, notably fertilizer. However, another fertility problem is quietly reshaping farm life.

      

              
            John Phipps

      
            February 2, 2023
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      Be Inspired by Five Remarkable Farm Operations
      
        During the Top Producer Summit, which was held Jan. 23-25 in Nashville, Top Producer honored five farm operations.

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            January 30, 2023
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      Watch the 2023 Top Producer Awards Banquet
      
        If you weren't able to attend Top Producer Summit in Nashville, you can still watch the awards banquet.

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            January 24, 2023
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      Better Meetings in 8 Key Steps
      
        Meetings are an inevitable element of business, but they can be a boon or a bore, depending on how they are run.

      

              
            Maureen Hanson

      
            January 17, 2023
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      The Off-Farm Heir Equation: Align Expectations for All of Your Children
      
        How do you approach transition planning when two of your children are on the farm and one is not? You must be intentional and communicate.

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            January 16, 2023
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      How Do You Add Value to Commodity Crops? Build a Niche Market, Proves Idaho Operation
      
        Idaho operation builds niche business to complement core crops.

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            January 12, 2023
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      Employee Perks and Policies that Pay on the Farm
      
        The first step to winning the war for workers is to keep your star employees happy. Here’s how three farmers retain and attract employees.  

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            January 11, 2023
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      4 Things to Do When Your Kids Come Home to Farm
      
        Matt and Lisa Moreland hoped at least one of their sons would return home to farm after college. What they didn’t anticipate? All three sons wanted to come back. Here are four things the family learned in the process.

      

              
            Rhonda Brooks

      
            January 3, 2023
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      Letters to Santa: Take a Trip to Where Millions of Children’s Letters to the Big Guy Arrive
      
        If you address a letter to Santa, chances are the letter arrives in Santa Claus, Alaska. This is the story of a family who somewhat by accident became associated with Christmas.

      

              
            Andrew McCrea

      
            December 23, 2022
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      Clinton Griffiths: Life Lessons from the Gifting Shelf
      
        This holiday season may you enjoy time with family enough that the gifts gather dust in perpetuity on your very own gifting shelf. 

      

              
            Clinton Griffiths

      
            December 22, 2022
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      Pick Your Power: Learn How Powers of Appointment Work In Estate Planning
      
        In your will or trust documents, you name a power of appointment. This means you grant power to an individual to name recipients of all or a portion of your money and property in the future.

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            December 21, 2022
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      How to Choose Your Trustee to Match Your Farm Estate Plan
      
        You’ve done the hard part. You’ve set up a trust and allocated assets. Now, who will oversee it after you’re gone? Choosing a trustee is a major financial and personal decision.

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            December 12, 2022
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      6 Tips for Being a Mentor to a Young Farmer
      
        Mentoring doesn’t come natural to all of us. Here are a few tips for evaluating a mentoring request. 

      

              
            Sarah Beth Aubrey

      
            December 12, 2022
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      Promote Bs to As: Invest in Your Employees Who Have High Potential
      
        Managers tend to focus on two groups: the overachievers and the underachievers. As a result, he says, you neglect the employees who could become high performers — aka the B players. 

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            December 9, 2022
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      2023 Planning: How to Lead Productive Meetings for Your Farm
      
        As the leader, you can make these sessions productive and easy with a few tips. 

      

              
            Sarah Beth Aubrey

      
            December 1, 2022
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      Audit Your Farm's Culture by Asking these 10 Questions
      
        Ensure your farm business attracts and retains employees 

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            November 9, 2022
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      Malecha Enterprises: 8 Core Values Bridge the Dynamics of Family and Business
      
        Todd and Louise Malecha have one mission: Keep everyone on the same page. For their operation, that “same page” is a 587-page business plan. 

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            November 9, 2022
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      How to Create a Short-Term Operating Plan for Your Farm
      
        You wear many hats throughout the year. What happens if you or one of the key decision makers is away from the farm for a few weeks or months? Will everyone know exactly what to do when?

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            November 4, 2022
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      Your Checkoff Dollars Support WISHH’s Mission to Establish New Markets 
      
        American Soybean Association’s World Initiative for Soy in Human Health (WISHH) specializes in building markets in areas that import little-to-no U.S. soybeans, taking growth potential into account. 

      

              Sponsored Content
            November 1, 2022
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      High Exposure: Understand How Record Farmland Prices Impact Your Estate Plan
      
        When you hear of a new record sale of farmland it raises eyebrows — and your farmland’s worth. With this key asset rapidly increasing in value, you need to analyze your estate plan. 

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            November 1, 2022
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      Behold the Bootstrapper: Sarah Frey’s Journey from 80 Acres to a Seven-State Operation
      
        Sarah Frey started a simple produce delivery route that has evolved into a fresh fruit and vegetable operation that distributes products nationally.

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            October 31, 2022
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      How To Handle the Labor Shortage for Your Farm
      
        Certainly, you can attract new employees and hold on to your current staff by raising wages and improving benefit packages, but helping employees feel engaged and appreciated can also take other forms.

      

              
            Kala Jenkins

      
            October 14, 2022
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      Visit the 2022 Top Producer of the Year Winner and Apply for the 2023 Award
      
        “Humbling.” That’s how Todd Malecha describes winning the title of the 2022 Top Producer of the Year award.

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            September 23, 2022
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      3 Reasons Your Family Could End Up in Court (And how to Avoid It)
      
        You’ve heard the horror stories. The ones about farm families who spend months in court fighting over assets. The result? A destroyed business and fractured family. Why does this situation play out over and over?

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            September 15, 2022
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      3 Reasons Your Family Could End Up in Court (And How to Avoid It)
      
        You’ve heard the horror stories. The ones about farm families who spend months in court fighting over assets. The result? A destroyed business and fractured family. Why does this situation play out over and over?

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            September 15, 2022
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      The Power of Love and Faith: How a Journey to Help Foster Kids Heal On the Farm Led One to Their Forever Home
      
        Tyler and Amanda Radke have three goals on the farm:  provide peace with a place to heal, experience a family full of love and introduce them to a household strong in faith; a recipe that’s filled with grit and grace. 

      

              
            Tyne Morgan

      
            September 15, 2022
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      Nominate Outstanding Farmers for Top Honors   
      
        During the 2023 Top Producer Summit, Top Producer will recognize remarkable farmers who have taken risks, built thriving businesses and given back to their communities.  

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            September 1, 2022
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      Sample Agenda for a Farm Weekly Leadership Meeting 
      
        Use weekly leadership meetings to set priorities and focus on goals.

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            August 31, 2022
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      Learn How to Increase Employee Retention with An Incentive Pay System
      
        How can you reward team members for good work, increase employee retention and achieve your operation’s goals? Consider implementing an incentive pay system to reward your farm employees.

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            August 4, 2022
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      Who Gets What? Take This Important Estate Planning Step
      
        Succession planning is difficult and time-consuming, but it is also a key step for a business that can grow into the future. Regardless of where you are in the process, you can always take another step. 

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            August 1, 2022
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      Power of Portability: This Estate Tax Tool Can Save You Millions
      
        One of the most overlooked and misunderstood tax laws — available to married farming couples — is an opportunity called portability.



      

              
            Rhonda Brooks

      
            July 29, 2022
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      Syngenta Appoints New Senior Executive to Help Steer $10 Billion IPO
      
        Syngenta has appointed a senior executive to help steer the seeds and pesticides maker's planned $10 billion flotation, the company said on Friday. Syngenta also announced additional management changes.

      

              
            Reuters

      
            June 20, 2022
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      Roth IRAs for Farm Kids: The Power of Time and Interest
      
        If your summer farm help involves your child or grandchild, you can combine that hard work with a financial life lesson. 

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            June 20, 2022
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      John Phipps: A Tribute to the Cowboy Poet and Legend Baxter Black
      
        Baxter Black was a familiar face on U.S. Farm Report. After joining the show as a regular commentator in 2009, his humor and poetry quickly drew interest from the audience as he became a fan favorite on the show. 

      

              
            U.S. Farm Report

      
            June 17, 2022
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      Hiring Employees? 7 Tips to Make Applicants Want to Work For Your Farm
      
        How to develop a “Code of Conduct” to guide your interactions with job applicants. 

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            May 30, 2022
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      How to Wear the Right Hat in Family Businesses 
      
        To improve productivity in your operation and reduce stress in your family business, set these helpful ground rules. 

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            May 5, 2022
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      Are You Paying Your Kids for Farm Work? Consider a Roth IRA
      
        You are likely making plans for seasonal help. If that team includes children or grandchildren, you might want to consider setting up a custodial Roth Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs) for them.

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            April 21, 2022
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      Your Job Interview Checklist
      
        Follow a thorough process to hire great people 

      

              
            Sara Schafer

      
            April 21, 2022
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      Top Producer Summit: Why You Should Focus on Your "B" Players
      
        Oftentimes managers are quick to spot the top performers and spend majority of their time with them. But what about the employees who have the potential to become high potentials – aka the B players?

      

              
            Top Producer Magazine

      
            April 14, 2022
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      Men, Women and Babies: Farms Will Never Be the Same
      
        What impact do later marriages have in our lives? John Phipps, a Top Producer columnist, says it is changing the generational rhythm of our lives. Here's what that means for the future.

      

              
            Jennifer Shike

      
            April 8, 2022
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      Practical Succession Planning Strategies from Your Favorite Attorney and CPA
      
        There is no precise model when slicing the estate pie. Attorney Polly Dobbs and CPA Paul Neiffer will dissect these complex decisions.

      

              
            Top Producer Magazine

      
            April 1, 2022
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      Top Producer Summit: How to See Past Life's Imperfections and Find the Good Even in Dark Times
      
        Sarah Frey founded Frey Farms in 1992. Headquartered in Keenes, Ill., Sarah and her four older brothers operate farms and facilities in seven states. 

      

              
            Top Producer Magazine

      
            March 30, 2022
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      Top Producer Summit: Men, Women and Babies: Work Won't be the Same.
      
        Masculinity, automation, education and fertility joining forces may seem like a reach, but all are playing a role in defining the future of work. Could it even reach the farm? (HInt: it already has.)

      

              
            Top Producer Magazine

      
            March 29, 2022
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